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Meet our Headteacher  

Welcome to Cranbourne!

I have been Headteacher at cranbourne since may 2018 

and I am proud to lead this exceptional school, providing 

gold standard education.    cranbourne students are happy 

and engage enthusiastically in our broad range of extra-

curricular activities. Pastoral care is a key strength of the 

school, and we have a “settled and harmonious community, 

where students enjoy being part of a diverse group”. We have 

excellent, well qualified staff and subject specialist teachers 

in all areas.

I believe that young people should be able to follow their  

passions and find their strengths, building confidence as  

they grow. We teach a wide range of subjects supported by  

our excellent specialist facilities including an indoor 

swimming pool and functioning hair and beauty salon.  

our most able children benefit from the “cranbourne Plus” 

programme, which acts as a ladder to future success.  

recently ex-students have places at oxford university,  

St barts medical School and places on high level 

apprenticeships. We are proud of our record with Sen and 

dyslexic students, who flourish in our Specialist resourced 

Provision, the only one of its type in basingstoke. 

Visits to the school are warmly welcomed; I meet each visitor 

to the school personally and am proud to show them that  

we are “excellent in everything”. 

Please accept this as a personal invitation to cranbourne. 

We strongly encourage parents to bring their children to see 

cranbourne in action during the school day. 

 

mrs J. aplin

“We place student needs at the centre of all 

we do and actively engage with parents, so 

that we can work together to get education 

right for our children. During the recent 

lockdown, we taught our children face to face 

every day and all students sat end of year 

exams as normal in July. It is this attention 

to detail and the willingness to “go the extra 

mile” for our families that sets us apart.” 

Mrs J. Aplin
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o p p o r t u n i t y 

a w a i t s

High quality lessons from 
qualified teaching professionals 

Expert subject teaching across the school. Cranbourne 

teachers are passionate and engage students in 

innovative lessons. teachers know their students 

and have high expectations of what they can achieve. 

students are encouraged to reach for excellence. 

e v e r y o n e  i s  d i f f e r e n t 

            s o  w e  a r e . . . 

“Pupils are enthusiastic about 

their learning because they 

develop a body of knowledge and 

skills from expert teachers.”  

Ofsted



             W e l c o m e  t o  c r a n b o u r n e 6

A Wide Range of  
Academic Subjects 

Our flexible approach includes a traditional academic 

focus, as well as vocational courses and well taught 

skills for life. We aim to open new doors and create 

inspiring opportunities. Cranbourne students are 

encouraged to develop their own passion for learning.  

DiD You Know? 

By the time you start Year 9 you will have chosen from 17 

subjects, finding the right ones for you… There are also 

over 30 extra-curricular activities for you to try!

“the wider curriculum supports 

pupils’ personal development 

well. Pupils benefit from rich 

opportunities that prepare them 

well for life beyond school.” 

Ofsted 

F o c u s s i n g  o n . . . 

    . . . t h e  i n d i v i d u a l 



 ...in our students.
We are investing...
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Great Specialist Facilities 

our sports facilities are excellent. We are lucky to be 

the only school in basingstoke with an Indoor Swimming 

Pool. In addition, we have a Sports Hall, Gymnasium, 

Fitness Suite and large playing fields. 

We are proud of our specialist teaching facilities 

including a Hair & beauty Salon and a specialist 

provision for teaching students with dyslexia. 

H e a l t h y  b o d y , 

     h e a l t h y  m i n d 
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MEET OUR STUDENTS: 

Portman
ON CRANBOURNE

Excellence in Everything means 

“Students work really hard in their 

lessons, they achieve more and 

are excellent in everything they 

do.  Students are polite to each 

other, always saying hello and even 

helping the teachers and staff.” 

“Student leadership is really 

important and we have our House 

Captains, Head Boy, Head Girl, 

Prefects and the School Council.   

We can look at making changes  

in the school for the better like  

we did last year with the uniform 

and House System.”

A Happy Place  

A very friendly and highly supportive environment 

where students are well cared for. Our House System 

means that students meet and build friendships from 

across all year groups.

What our students say: 

“Cranbourne is a welcoming school with a lot of diversity 

and a good and varied curriculum.  Lessons are engaging 

and we learn in different ways.  There are a lot of 

opportunities to get involved in other things like student 

leadership or extra-curricular clubs and we have so 

many great facilities like the swimming pool which other 

schools do not have.” 

“Positive relationships between 

staff and pupils are a strong 

feature of this school. Pupils feel 

that teachers expect them to do 

their best.” 
Ofsted 

Portman is House captain for andrew 

lloyd Webber House. a keen performer, 

he has been awarded a scholarship at 

the Pauline Quirk academy which runs 

weekly at cranbourne.
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High Standards and 
Clear Rules  

We have high standards of behaviour throughout 

the school and we expect our students to behave 

appropriately both on and off the school premises. 

“the school is calm and 
well-ordered so that 
teachers can teach and 
pupils can learn.” 

Ofsted 



Cranbourne House System   

Cranbourne’s four Houses are dedicated to local 

people, who have achieved amazing things by following 

their passions and interests. They are true role models 

for Cranbourne students.

Austen House

This House is dedicated to Language and Literature. The House is named after Jane 
Austen, one of our most famous and most loved British novelists. Jane Austen spent the 
first 25 years of her life in nearby Steventon where her father was vicar. Austen knew 
Basingstoke well and attended social gatherings at the Assembly Rooms in Market 
Square and regularly visited family friends at The Vyne, Oakley Hall and Ashe House.

Andrew Lloyd - Webber House

This House is dedicated to Performing and Expressive Arts and Lord Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, internationally acclaimed composer. In 2017, Andrew became the only 
person to equal the record set in 1953 by Rodgers and Hammerstein with four 
Broadway shows running concurrently.

White House

This House is dedicated to science, maths, logic and Gilbert White, an eighteenth 
century naturalist. White is best known for his book ‘The Natural History and 
Antiquities of Selborne’, published in 1789 and still printed in many languages today. 
His family home and unique garden near Alton are open to visitors.

 Thomson House

This House is dedicated to Humanities and The Thomson Family, all three boys attended 
Cranbourne and went on to lead successful careers. All three are alumni to be proud of 
and good role models for our students. Alex Thomson, Chief Correspondent, is the longest-
serving on-screen journalist on Channel 4 News.  In more than 25 years he’s covered over 20 
wars; led major investigations and continues to front the programme from around the world.

             W e l c o m e  t o  c r a n b o u r n e 14

MEET OUR STUDENTS: 

Isabella
ON CRANBOURNE

Excellence in Everything means 

“We try to do our best in everything, 

lessons, in after school activities and in 

how we behave in school.  In lessons if  

you don’t understand something straight 

away, teachers are great at helping you. 

They never tell you the answer, just help 

you to work it out.” 

“I feel really safe in school; the students 

around me are friendly and supportive. 

Since being a House Captain I’ve met lots 

of new people and know many students 

better. If an issue does arise it is dealt  

with so quickly and it is solved 

immediately. It is so easy to report 

something to a member of staff and  

you know it will be sorted out.” 

Isabella has served as House captain for 

White House for three years. She is a great 

ambassador for the school and has shown 

her excellent communication skills with 

both adults and peers. Isabella is a member 

of several sports teams, with infectious 

enthusiasm. She has chosen to study rS, 

btec Sport, music and Geography at GcSe. 
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cranbourne + is for students with High Learning 

Potential; a programme of teaching traditional 

academic subjects in greater breadth and depth. 

the programme prepares students for very high exam 

results and introduces them to university life early in 

their secondary school career.

High Learning Potential means either: above average 

Key Stage 2 scores and/or a very good work ethic and a 

determination to succeed academically.

Students with specific learning difficulties are not 

exempt for applying for cranbourne +.

Skills For Life

our extended projects are designed to get students 

working collaboratively, developing skills such as 

problem solving, team working, critical thinking; and 

attributes such as resilience, curiosity for learning and 

confidence.

Friends for life

able students at cranbourne traditionally work 

together and support each other through all the fun and 

challenge of secondary school. many go on to college 

together and remain friends beyond school.
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Resourced Provision for Students 
with Dyslexia 

The Resourced Provision is an integral part of the school 

and liaises with every department to ensure that dyslexia 

friendly practice is evident in every classroom experience. 

In addition students receive 1:1 and small group specialist 

tuition. 

How do I know my child is dyslexic?

If a child appears to be struggling with spelling, reading, 

writing or numeracy, how do you know whether these 

difficulties are potential indications of dyslexia?

There are some obvious signs such as a ‘spiky’ profile 

which means that a child has areas of strong ability 

alongside areas of weakness. You may also have other 

family members with similar weaknesses. Remember that 

not all dyslexic children will display the same weaknesses 

and abilities.

General signs to look for are:

• Speed of processing:  
 slow spoken and/or written language

• Poor concentration

• Difficulty following instructions

• Forgetting words

For ALL dyslexic students at Cranbourne,  

our aim is to: 

1. Raise the literacy skills of each student, to enable  

 them to fully access the curriculum, and   

 participate in mainstream lessons.

2. Achieve a balance between giving students   

 sufficient support to cope and make progress  

 while at the same time developing their confidence  

 and independence.

3. Build on students’ strengths and provide targeted  

 support in areas of weakness, so that every child  

 can fulfil their potential.

to find out more:

Contact Mrs Hockley, Head of Resource Provision, for 

more information and advice regarding; diagnosis, 

application, and support available.  

Call 01256 868600 or 

email: h.hockley@cranbourne.hants.sch.uk. 
“Parents of pupils with 

sEND highly praise this 

area of the school.” 

Ofsted 



C R A N B O U R N E
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Cranbourne School
Wessex close
basingstoke 
Hampshire
rG21 3nP

Telephone: 01256 868600
Email: gen.enquiries@cranbourne.hants.sch.uk

Headteacher: mrs J. aplin  ba(Hons) PGce, PGDeS

Bus Routes: 
School run, Year 7  
dedicated buses from  
oakley and Winklebury,  
excellent public bus  
services, free late minibus 
for after school clubs.

1. High quality lessons from qualified  
 teaching professionals 

2. A Wide Range of Academic Subjects

3. Great Specialist Facilities

4. A Happy Place 

5. High standards of behaviour and clear rules 

Please contact us on 01256 868600 to plan a visit. 

5 
reasons to 
choose 
Cranbourne 


